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SUBJECT: SANTIAGO ACCORD ABSTAINS AS TALKS COLLAPSE 
REF : SD 2015 

1. DESPITE INTENSIVE LAST MINUTE NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT 
AND THE OPPOSITION, THE TWO SIDES FAILED TO REACH AGREEMENT LAST 
NIGHT (MAY 15) AND THE SANTIAGO ACCORD S DECISION TO BOYCOTT THE 
ELECTIONS TODAY WAS MAINTAINED. IN SEPARATE COMMUNIQUES ISSUED 
LATE LAST EVENING, THE GOVERNMENT, OPPOSITION, AND MEDIATORS 
INDICATED THAT THE ALKS FOUNDERED ON THE ISSUE OF POSTPONEMENT 
OF ELECTIONS. PRESIDENTIAL PRESS DIRECTOR CESAR HERRERA SAID IN A 
GODR STATEMENT THAT THE PRESIDENT HAD AGREED TO THE SANTIAGO ACCORD S 
DEMANDS THAT: 

A) THE "SO-CALLED POLITICAL PRISONERS ', BE RELEASED; 

B) THE ARMED FORCES BE CONFINED TO BARRACKS, AND: 
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C) EX-GENERAL WESSIN BE ALLOWED TO RETURN, SHOULD HE BE 
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ELECTED VICE PRESIDENT. 

HERRERA ADDED THAT BALAGUER COULD NOT, HOWEVER, ACCEDE TO THE 
DEMAND FOR ELECTION POSTPONEMENT BECAUSE BOTH THE CONSTITUTION 
AND THE ELECORAL LAW PROVIDE THAT THE ELECTIONS TAKE PLACE 
ON MAY 16. 

2. THUS, ONLY TWO PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES ARE PARTICIPATING IN 
TODAY'S ELECTIONS— BALAGUER AND LAJARA BURGOS. 

3. AS OF NOON TODAY, THE CENTRAL ELECTORAL BOARD ANNOUNCED 

THAT THE COUNTRY WAS QUIET AND VOTERS WERE TURNING OUT "MASSIVELY" 
AT THE POLLS. NO INCIDENTS OF VIOLENCE OR OTHER DISORDERS HAVE 
BEEN THUS FAR REPORTED. 

HURWITCH 
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